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The proposed development site is located on the southern outskirts of Dublin City.

The site is positioned along the R825, a regional road that runs north-south 

connecting the areas of Ranelagh aand Goatstown. . 

The immediate area surrounding the site is made up of suburban landscape. 

Notably, University College Dublin (UCD)’s Belfield campus is located nearby.

SITE LOCATION:

1.1 SITE LOCATION & ANALYSIS

- Approximate site location

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
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2.1 SITE LAYOUT
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2.2 LANDSCAPE MASTERPLAN

Wooden pergola with 
climbers

Embankment

Defensive 
planting

Defensive planting

Gate to privte bicycle 
parking

Bicycle parking Fourth floor roof 
garden

Fifth floor roof 
garden

Covered bicycle storage 
with green roof
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2.3 LANDSCAPE DESIGN OBJECTIVES

Sustainability:

The development uses permeable paving and green roof solutions to address SUDS 
across the site (see 3.2) and work to create a sustainable and future-proof residential 
development that is sympathetic to the natural environment. 

Landscape:

The landscape plan presents a design that is focused on providing a sympathetic 
environment to the existing surrounding landscape. 

People:

Anticipating student’s needs is a key design objective of the proposed development. 
The communal and open spaces throughout the landscape plan feature a variety of 
active and passive ammenities, from a mini nature trail route to seating and pockets 
of spaces where students can socialise.

Place::

Strategic planting, open space hierarchy and thoughtful landscape design will 
contribute to a distinctive sense of place.

There is an emphasis on native planting throughout the landscape plan that work 
to enhance the biodiversity and green infrastructure across the proposed site. The 
existing site boasts little to no vegetation, however, the landscape plan proposes 
the planting of over 50 trees throughout the communal and open spaces. New tree 
and shrub planting along the pereimeters of the site will create a strong green buffer 
that provides a natural screen and the use of green roofs and planting across the 
roof gardens will work to drastically soften the new buildings so that the site does not 
impose on the surrounding environment. Small areas of flowering shrubs and bulb 
planting throughout the public open spaces will create landscape character, as well 
as creating attraction for local pollinators.

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
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2.4 LANDSCAPE MOODBOARD

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
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3.1 CONNECTIVITY

Pedestrian access

Vehicle Access & Parking

Pedestrian 
permability

Public space Nature Trail

Maintenance access

A key objective of the scheme is to provide high quality pedestrian and 
cycle network links through and into/out of the site. 

The permeability of pedestrian connections within the development is 
important to connect residents to amenities and social opportunities.

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
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3.2 COMMUNAL OPEN SPACE

Communal Open Space

1247 sq. m of communal open space is provided across the development.

The communal spaces provide a range of amenities and opportunities of 
active and passive recreation. The spaces have been designed with plenty 
of seating features, planting and pockets of space to encourgae social 
engagement throughout the student accomodation.

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
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Parking Bays

Vehicule Access

The proposed development aims to provide a permeable layout that 
emphasises activity and movement throughout the development.

The design aims to provide a pedestrian friendly environment in the form of 
shared spaces and route permeability. There is vehicle access through the 
development, across a shared surface hardscape. The use of flush kerbs and 
coloured surfaces outline clear pedestrian priority for day to day use.

3.3 VEHICULAR MOVEMENT

Permeable surfaces direct rainfall straight into a SuDS structure for cleaning and storage or infiltration into the ground. Utilising:

1.	 Pervious surface to allow water through the pavement surface 
2.	 An open-graded sub-base layer that provides structural strength to the pavement with about 30% by volume available for water storage. The subbase designed structurally and hydraulically.
3.	 To avoid silt washing off adjacent landscape areas and leading to localised surface clogging, the     following measures have been considered:

•	Sloping adjacent landscape areas away,
•	Using paved or turfed surfaces to adjacent areas,
•	Proposing soil in adjacent planting beds at min. 50mm below the top of kerb withdense ground cover to bind the soil.

Diagram of 
Permeable Paving
in parking bays

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
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3.4 BOUNDARY TREATMENT PLAN

Proposed Low Wall & Railing Existing Retained North Boundary Proposed Gate and Railing

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
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3.5 PROPOSED STREET FRONTAGE

Proposed west boundary 
treatment: 600mm butt 

wall & 1200mm railing - to 
match existing treatment in 

adjoining Trimbleston 
Development 

Tall columnar trees (full 
standard - 2m clear stem) 
to allow for clear visibility - 

shall not affect site lines

Existing public footpath Existing vegetation to be 
removed and replaced with 
concrete footpath (or similar 

approved)

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
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3.6 SECTIONS 

Proposed west boundary 
treatment: 600mm butt 

wall & 1200mm railing - to 
match existing treatment in 

adjoining Trimbleston 
Development 

Fagus sylvatica ‘Dawyck’

Tall columnar trees (full 
standard - 2m clear stem) 
to allow for clear visibility - 

shall not affect site lines

SECTION C-C1
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3.6 SECTIONS 

Fagus sylvatica ‘Dawyck’

16-18 cmg Clear Stems

•	Trees with a defined trunk and rown

•	Clear stem height of min. 180cm when transplanted

•	To be rootballed or container grown

SECTION B-B1

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
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4.1 PROPOSED PLANTING

Note: Planting shown throughout rationale are mature and are not indictive of size that shall be planted first.

Acer palmatum

Fagus sylvatica ‘Dawyck’Sorbis aria

Betula pendula Rhus tphina

Betula pendula Multistem

The upright nature of Fagus sylvatica ‘Dawyck’ makes it a perfect candidate for the species of trees to be used along the street-face of the proposed 
development’s south and western boundaries. It’s long clear stem will provide good visibility between vehicles and pedestrians, while its bushy crown will 
create a desired softening of hardscapes throughout the site. A variety of ornamental trees and trees with smaller growth habits are proposed throughout 
the landscape plan to make the most of smaller spaces throughout the development. Native species will contribute to the overall tree numbers planted 
around the site. Refer to planting plan drawing no. 1519-DWG 1-Goatstown-RMDA

Proposed Tree Planting

Arbutus unedo Olea europaea

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 412 4476,  Email: info@rmda.ie
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4.1 PROPOSED PLANTING

Sarcococca hookeriana 
var. humilis

Prunus ‘Otto luyken’ Lavandula angustifolia

Salvia officinalis

Hypericum hidcote

Libertia grandiflora Sedum spectabile

Astellia ‘Silver Spear’

Aucuba japonica Miscanthus sinensis

A variety of evergreen and flowering shrubs will provide texture and year-round interest throughout the site. The flowering plants will attract 
pollinators and add biodiversity value to the site.

The proposed shrub mix will create a welcoming atmosphere to the front of the apartment blocks while also acting as buffers between the 
ground floor levels and the communal and public open spaces. Refer to planting plan drawing no. 1519-DWG 1-Goatstown-RMDA

Proposed Defensive Shrub Planting

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 412 4476,  Email: info@rmda.ie
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4.2 GREEN SPACES

Proposed Green Spaces:

Grass areas provide a versatile 
space for mixed use amenity 

opportunities

Upright trees and planting aid 
screening measures into the site 

Defensive shrub planting screens 
views between open spaces and 

ground floor apartment units

Planting throughout the rooftop 
gardens provide visual interest, 

amenity and biodiversity value to 
these communal open spaces

Grass and defensive planting 
provide good buffers between 
the site boundary and ground-

floor apartment units, whilst also 
providing interest, amenity and 

biodiversity value to the 
communal open space.

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 412 4476,  Email: info@rmda.ie
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5.1 SOFT LANDSCAPE DETAILS

NOMINAL SIZE OF PIT
1.2.M x 1.2M x 0.75M

4250mm

Tree Planting Detail - Double Staking
Extra heavy standard trees (in excess of 14cm girth)

Scale 1:20

5000mm

End Elevation
(not to scale)

Note : Trees to be a minimum of 5-7m
away from Light Standards

Note : Additional root barriers to be included
if required to protect underground services
and to comply with requirements of utilities
providers.

Rail secured with
2nr. galvanised nails

Split face of vertical stake.
Stakes & rail to be
half-round 150mm Ø

Bark mulch layed to 75mm
min. depth to a circle of 0.5m

radius around base of each

2no. 1.8m x 100mm dia. stakes, pressure
treated. The tree is to be securely screwed to
the crossbar & tied using flexible rubber ties.
Crossbar is to be pressure treated 100 x
50mm softwood. Ties are to be secured to
allow movement but prevent damage to the
trunk.

Mechanically brake up hardened
sub-grade prior to adding topsoil

Backfilled soil

Tree root system

Built size - dish shaped as indicated.
edges of pit to be scarified leaving an
open textured face

Fit Rabbit Guard

Tree size varies,
see specification

D4

Ø75

50

100

50

45
0

100

Staking Detail
Scale 1:20D1

45
0

50mm SRC Rubber strap fixed
with 4 galvanised tacks

Amenity Grass Planting
Scale 1:10D7

200mm Topsoil

Grass: Mixture and Density
as per Planting Schedules

Subsoil

400m
m

Native Hedgerow Planting Mix - H2
Scale 1:5

Crataegus monogyma b/r 60/90cm 30%
Prunus spinosa b/r 60/90cm 25%
Ilex aquifolium b/r 60/90cm 15%
Loniceria periclymenum b/r 60/90cm 15%
Rosa canina b/r 60/90cm 15%

50 x 50 stakes tied with a single rubber gut tie.
Double staggered row
400mm between rows
Planted at 500mm centres

D8

NOMINAL SIZE OF PIT
800mm x 800mm x 600mm

Tree Planting Detail - Single Staking
Standard Tree less than 14cm girth

Scale 1:20

1m
 (m

in
.)

Note : Trees to be a minimum of 5-7m
away from Light Standards

Single, pressure treated wooden stake
positioned on side of prevailing wind.

75mm Drainage Pipe to surround
rootball, for watering.

35mm SRC Rubber Collar

D5

2X Root
Diameter Minimum

Shrub Planting Detail
Scale 1:20

Good quality topsoil; gently compacted

Bark mulch to 75mm

Due to impervious nature of earth, all
shrub beds to be cultivated to a depth of
500mm (minimum) and mixed with a
compost mix.

Tamped AdMixture Backfill

Uniform branch structure, full side to front

Backfill Slightly Proud of Pot Level

Flesh Out Roots to Encourage Growth

D3

Minimum Soil Depths
Scale 1:20

Hedge

Shrub

Ground Cover

45
0m

m

200mm

Amenity Grass

Good quality multi-purpose topsoil
to depths as shown

Bark mulch to 75mm

Gravel drainage layer

Free draining subsoil

Loosened subsoil, base and sides broken up

D2

This Drawing is Copyright

Ronan MacDiarmada + Associates Ltd.
Landscape Architects and Consultants.

5 Tootenhill, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin
tel:  +353 1 412 4476
fax: +353 1 401 3748

mob:   086 26 25 438
e-mail: ronan@rmda.ie
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5.1 SOFT LANDSCAPE DETAILS

Soft Landscape Tree Protection & Details

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 412 4476,  Email: info@rmda.ie

18



5.1 SOFT LANDSCAPE DETAILS

Green Roof & Living Walls:

Example of typical green roof installation and 
sedum planting, providing sustainable urgban 

drainage solutions and adding biodiversity value to 
the site

Example of typical trellis system to be used on 
exteriror walls of the bin storage building and some 

walls of the proposed apartment block

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 412 4476,  Email: info@rmda.ie
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5.2 HARD LANDSCAPE DETAILS

Proposed Surface Material Treatment:

Block Paving - Silver - 600mm x 300mm x 60mm
Block Paving - Charcoal - 300mm x 300mm x 

60mm
Permeable Paving - Charcoal - 240mm x 120mm x 

80mm
Paving Flag - Silver - 600mm x 400mm x 50mm

Parking baysRooftop GardensGroundfloor CourtyardGroundfloor Courtyard

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 412 4476,  Email: info@rmda.ie
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5.2 HARD LANDSCAPE DETAILS

Suggested Lighting Treatment for Courtyard:

Francesconi Flea uplight: Code 10129

Francesconi MOK Bollard 840mm: Code 62033

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 412 4476,  Email: info@rmda.ie
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6.1 DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

Stage One - Fourth & Fifth Floor Design Development:

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 412 4476,  Email: info@rmda.ie
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6.2 DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

Gort na Si, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 412 4476,  Email: info@rmda.ie

Stage Two - Fourth & Fifth Floor Design Development:

+ 60.955

Fourth Floor
Fifth Floor
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Student Accommodation Development 
in Goatstown, Co. Dublin

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY


